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the offence. Clauses against the participation of clerks in
secular affairs, especially in cases where clerks had to be
subordinate to laymen, and against the pronouncing of
the death sentence find frequent mention.1 In some six
constitutions there are clauses against the practice by clerks
of trade and usury ; and Grosseteste specially forbids clerks
to hold offices of administration in the counties, in which
he is followed by the bishops of Norwich who forbid
the clergy to act as sheriffs, justices, bailiffs, &c. M*
Richard le Poore, followed by M. Edmund of Abingdon
and M. Giles Bridport, would appoint two men in every
deanery to watch over the morals of the clergy, but this
duty was usually left to the rural deans and archdeacons.
M. Richard le Poore also ordered the chapters to correct
abuses in prebends, by order of the Council, while the
whole of the seventh decree is quoted by the c Synodal
Constitutions'.
The decrees concerning the holding of benefices are like-
wise extremely popular in the constitutions, particularly that
which forbad the holding of pluralities,* though M. Giles
Bridport is unique in forbidding clerks to hold pluralities
even with a papal dispensation unless they also have a dis-
pensation for non-residence. In several issues pensions
are forbidden,3 and some lay down regulations concerning
the appointment of vicars, but generally in the churches of
religious with which the Council of 1215 does not deal.
The Council of Oxford and Walter Kirkham alone forbid
the dividing of churches, closely connected with the ques-
tion of pensions, and the latter commands that consolida-
tion shall take place at the earliest opportunity. The
question of adequate stipends for priests, vicars, and chap-
lains excited a good deal of attention; M. William of Blois
and Peter des Roches considered that five marks was the
least that priests should have> in which they were followed
by the Council of Oxford in regard to vicars and M. Richard
Wych in regard to chaplains, for whom M. William of
1  Council of Oxford; M. Stephen Langton j * Synodal Constitutions'.
2  Council of Oxford 5 M. Richard le Poore 5 Council of Scotland j * Synodal
Constitutions' ; M. Richard Wych.
3  M, Richard le Poore 5 M. Edmund of Abingdon.